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A brief Sketch of the firft Baptift Church form- 
ed in Maflachufetts. 


T HE firft Baptift church in thisCommonwealth was con- 
ftituted at Rehoboth, in the county of Briftol, in the year 
1663. Four years after, they obtained a grant of the townfhip 
of Swanfey, from the legiflature of Plymouth Colony, where 
they fettled with their’excellent paftor, the Rev. John Miles, 
one of the ejected minifters from Wales. “No other denomi- 
nation hasbeen eftablifhed in this town to the prefent day. 

Mr. Miles had been the paftor of a Baptift church in Swan- 
fey, in Wales, about 13 years; but on account of the cruel act 
of Parliament, in 1662, he was obliged to leave his people, and 
like others fled to this cotmtry,"in order to enjoy that religious 
liberty, to which the gofpel had given hima title. He contin- 
ued faithfully to difeharge the duties of a paftor in this church, 
until he clofed the fcene of life, Feb. 3, 1683. ; 

Abeut two years after, Mr. Samuel Luther, a man of charac- 
ter and talents, was ordained to the paftoral office in this church. 
He difcharged with exemplary fidelity the duties of his office 
for more than 30 years, until he had done the work affigned 
by his divine Mafter. He died inthe year 1717, and was 
fucceeded by Mr. Ephraim Wheaton. The year following, 
God was pleafed to grant a gracious revival among this people, 
which continuedsin fome degree for feveral years together. 
During this goo he Mr. W. baptized, and received 50 
members ing@this church. An account ©f this revival he tranf- 
mitted to M omas Hollis of London, the generous founder 













of the Follis profefforfbip in the univerfity at Cambridge. 
e following is a correct copy from Mr. Hollis’s anfwer te 
the above. : 
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194 Letter from Mr. Thomas Hollis. 


LONDON, March 13, 1722—4. 
Dear Sir, 
HAVE newly received under covert of Mr. E. Callender 
your long look’d for letter, dated 25 xber; and give you 
thanks for the account you give me of the affairs of your 
church—your circumftances—and your neighbours. 1 am 
glad the books fent you are of ufe unto you; by the fame hand 
you will have another forwarded, which I value, and fuppofe 
you Will. I rejoice in the fuccefs of your mmiftry and increafe 
of your church, which will naturally increafe your cares with 
your joy. 

I mourn becaufe of the ignorance of your fleeping Sabatari- 
ans; let us be thankful for our light, pity them and pray for 
them, and endeavour in love to Tead them into the light alfo. 
God that hath fhined into our hearts by his gofpel, can lead 
them from Sinai’s covenant and the law of ceremonies, into the 
liberty of the new covenant and the grace thereof. I pity to 
fee profeffors drawing back to the law; and defire to rémem- 
ber our ftanding is by grace, and therefore not to be high mind- 
ed over them, but fear ; remembering our Lord’s words, watch 
and pray, left you enter into temptation. 

Every word of God is précions, the faints love it, and they 
that honour Him, He will honour ;, and in keeping of it, there 
is prefent peace, and a promife of future reward. We now 
live by faith and not by fight; he that endureth to the end fhall 
be faved. Go on, Sir, fowing the feed, looking up to Him 
whofe work alone it is to give the increafe, whoever be the 
planter or waterer; and as you do abound in your labours, 
and do find Him multiplying feed unto you, may you yet 
abound more and more to the end, is my fincere wifh. Let 
no man rob us of our comfortable hope, that when we ceafe to: 
be here, we fliall be prefent with the Lord, in whofe prefence 
the faint believes is fulnefs of joy in a feparate ftate ; and an 
expectation ef greater in the refurrection, when it fhall be fully 
manifefted: how he loved them. Let none jeer us out of our 
duty, now to lifp forth his praifes with our tongues, fince we ex- 
pect hereafter to fing in a better manner the fong of the Lamb, 
with a much more noble chorus. 

In reference to your ’poll-tax and other taxes, which are 
neceffary for fupport of the government and fociety, are not to- 
be efteemed a burden ; itis giving tribute or tithes to whom tri- 
bute is due, unlefs the taxers do opprefs'you unequally, becanfe 
Baptifts and Sep if fo, then let me know, {who profefs 
myfelf a Baptift} andl will endeavour to have a word fpoken 
for you to the gevernor, that you may be eafed. You know that 
our profeflion is not mody, in your country, nor ours. Few if 
Any of the great mea, fubmitting to plain inftitution. And as 














Letter from Mr. Carey. 195 


we profefs ourfelves difciples of Chrift, it is our duty to take up 
our crofs with patience, and pay "yo eiagen duty where we live, & 
voluntarily maintain our own charge, and thankful for our lib- 
erty as men and Chriftians to our good God, who in his provi- 
dence has infpired many up me and minifters in your 
province with a truer fpirit of Catholic charity than formerly. 

You have heard, or may be informed by Mr. Callender of 
my foundation in Harvard College, and the provifion I have 
made for Baptift youth to be educated for the miniftry, and 
equally regarded with Pedobaptifts; if you know any as may 
be duly qualified, inform me, and I fnall be glad to recommend 
them for firft vacancy. And to clofe ;—while we profefs to 
worfhip God nearer to the rule of primitive inftitution and prac- . 
tice of: our great Prophet and Teacher, the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and his apoltles ; let our light fo thine before men in ail holy 
converfation, that fuch whofe inclinations may be ready te 
{peak evil of our way, may be afhamed. May ferious religion 
and godlinefs in the power of it flotrifh among you, every 
thing that goes in to make up a true Chriftian. Where the 
true image of Chrift is formed in any, I call them the excellent 
of the earth, with fuch I delight to affociate and worfhip, what- 
ever particular denomination they may go by among men, and 
this 1 would do till we all come in the unity of the Spirit, &e. 
Eph. iv. 3. And now, dear Sir, I commend you to God and 


» 


the word of his grace, &c. Acts. xx. $2. 


Your loving friend, 
THOMAS HOLLIS. 
Jo Mr. Eruraim WuHearon, . 
Minifler in Swanfey, New-England. 


(Transcribed from the original for the Editors.) 
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LIGHT INCREASING IN THE REGIONS OF THE EAST. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Carey,,to 
the Secretary of the Society, dated Od. 16, 
1805. . ve 

“« Dear Brother, ' 


“Vee I received your favour of Dec. 1, 1804, by 
the Afia, with three numbers of the Maffachufetts Baptift 
Miffionary Magazine, and the other pamphlets. For thefe 
friendly communications accept my beft thanks. # 

“ It gives me real pleafure to hear of the attempts made in 
America to fpread abroad the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
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and among the inftitutions which are defigned for the encourage- 
ment of thefe attempts, I confider the Maffachufetts Baptift Mif- 
fionary Society as one of the firft ; and the Magazine conneé- 
ed therewith as a very ufeful mean of {preading religious intelli- 
gence, and feconding the intentions of the Society. It will give me 
pleafure to be able at any time to contribute to its promotion.” 

Mr. Carey next proceeds to fuggeft feveral remarks to the 
Editors, with a view to render the work more perfect, and adds, 
«“ I am perfuaded that you will pardon the freedom of thefe re- 
marks. 1 have been much gratified by the perufal of the num- 
bers, and would not willingly fee any blemifhes in the work. I 
hope the Society may be encouraged to go forward, and prefs 
through all difficulties. Succefs will no doubt attend their la- 
bours in the end.” 

In order to reprove a fpirit of felfifh negligence in fome 
profeffors, he adds the following very pertinent remark. ‘ We 
ARE NoT OovR OWN. The Chriftian and all that he has be- 
longs to God. And every appropriation of time, talents, or 
wealth to ourfelves, is a purloining of our Mafter’s property. 

He proceeds. “God has continued to profper his little intereft 
here. I think we have baptized fixteen this year, fourteen of 
whom are natives. The whole number, who have joined our 
church by baptifm and letters from its beginning, are eighty 
four. Of thefe eight have died, and fix have been excluded. 
There.are about fifteen under hopeful impreflions, fome of whom 
will probably be baptized next ordinance day, 

“Our church is now fo widely extended, that it is in contem- 
plation to divide it into four; over threé of which it is probable 
that mr: paftors will be ordained. We prefer this to the be- 
ing paltors ourfelves, as it will contribute to the perpetuating 
the gofpel in the country without the aid of Europeans, who 
though neceffary to guide them at firft, can fcarcely be maintain- 
ed in fufficient numbers to be paftors of churches, 

“ I fhall be happy to engage in the propofed correfpondence, 
and am, with great refpe¢t, your affectionate brother, | 

W. CAREY.” 


——am- GD Ge 


FURTHER ACCOUNT OF THE MISSION IN INDIA. 


—_—- 


Extract of a Letter from one of the Miflionaries to 
the Secretary of the Society, dated Miflion-houfe, 
Serampore, Oct. 23, 1805. 


Dear Broruér, 
N the a3th inft. your very kind letter’ of Dec. 1, 1804, 
came fafe. to hagd, accompanied by three fermons, and 
three Nos. of your Miflionary Magazine, for which 1 fincerely 












Miffion ig India. 197 


ank you. I have'been perufing the whole, and feel myfelf 

I truft) much interefted in the profperity of thofe, whofe 
hearts are engaged in fo noble an undertaking. May the GOD 
of Jacob give them to {fee that his work is profpering in their 
hands., The encouragement which the LORD has been pleaf- 
ed to give thole who have engaged themfelves, in a peculiar man- 
ner, to carry the glad news of falvation to their fellow-finners 
{cattered upand down through the various parts of your extén- 
five country ; the defires which thofe fcattered onés have man- 
ifefted to hear more of the way of life ; and the glorious man- 
mer in which God has been pleafed to work amongft you in 
Bofton, as well as in many other places, afforded me much 
pleafure, and I truft was made a mean of infpiring my heart 
with more love to GOD, and a greater concern for his glory in 
connexion with the good of precious fouls. I freely conteis, 
that the ardent zeal manifefted by your Miffionaries, in cheerful- 
ly meeting and furmounting fo many dangers and difficulties, ia 
endeavouring to inftruct the ignorant, and to feed the ftarving 
fheep of Chrift’s flock, fcattered in the wilderneis, makes me 
afhamed of myfelf, when I confider my lukewarmnefs and 
half-heartedneis in the Lord’s work. Ah! did I but rightly 
realize the importance of my undertaking, the ineftimable val- 
ue. of fouls, the fhortnefs of time, and the obligations under 
which GOD has laid me by his infinite love manifelted through 
his dear Son, what a different perfon fhould Ibe! How much 
more anxious fhould I be to feek his glory in all thatI do! O 
that he may forgive my fhort comings and fir me up by his 
grace to more attivity and diligence in his ways. 
‘It is with much pleafure, that 1 inform youthat we have 
baptized 17 perfons, three.of whom are Europeans, one Portu- 
guefe Chriftian, and the reft Bengallees and Hindoos. Among 
thele, are one Brachman, and two Byraggees. A Byraggee is 
one who leaves the world, as they term it, and gets his living 
by begging, which is confidered as a very honourable life in 
this country. They are alfo confidered exceeding holy, but their 
holinefs will not fatisfy them, when they fee themfelves in the 
giafs of God’s holy law. Then nothing but the blood and 
righteoufnefs of Chrift will do for them. We have five or fix 
with us on the inquirynow. May,they be all in earneft., The 
Lord has taken away one of our native brethren by death, (he 
embraced Chriftianity about four"years ago) who was as a.pil- 
lar in God’s houfe. He died triumphing in a crucified Saviour. 
Perhaps the power of Divine Grace fearcely ever fhone forth 
with a greater luftre, than in the life, and particularly in the 
death of this converted Hindoo. 

We fee daily, the leaven which has been infufed into the 
hearts of thofe who have already believed, infinuating itfelf fur- 
ther and further, and thus itMmuf continue until the whole 
Jump is leavened. Our native brethren feem fome of them ve- 
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ry zealous in the Redeemer’s caufe ; and are very anxious te 
let others know what they have felt themfelves. We enj 
much peace and profperity as a family, and as a church ; and 
hope that the Lord will not withdraw his Holy Spirit from us. 
Two of us are going very foon to fettle in out-itations, one a- 
bout 100 and the other about 300 miles from hence, where it 
is very probable that two churches will be formed very foon. 
May the Lord go with us and blefs us, and caufe his face to 
fhine upon us. 

The tranflation of the fcriptures into the Mahratta, 
Hindoftannee, and Perfian, is going forward ; anda fecond 
edition of them in Bengallee is printing, and we hope will foos 
be finifhed. We entertain a hope that the means will flow foon 
through fome channel or other, to tranflate them into all the 
languages of the Eaftern world ; and the more fo, as the Brit- 
ith and Foreign Bible Society have fent out to this country to 
get all the inquiry poffible made, in order that a way may be 
ound out to circulate the word of God in all languages; for 
which purpofe they have appointed the two evangelical clergy- 
men, Mefirs. Brown and Buchannan, a Mr. Udney, who ranks 
very high in the government at Calcutta, and Brethren Carey, 
Marfhman, and Ward, to form a committee to carry their plans 
into effeét. May the Lord give every neceflary direétion, and 
caufe his word to run and be glorified. | 

Our fchools are in a flourifhing flate, and on the increafe. 
We have alfo to rejoice that many are coming to the fchool of 
Chrift, to be taught the way to eternal happinefs. Ina few 
places there is confiderable ftir about the gofpel, or as it is 
called “ The New Way.” “The devil begins to feel his em- 
pire totter, and begins alfo to refift thofe who are willing that 
it fhould fall. Now may we hope that fomething of importance 
will go on, for Satan always lofes ground when he oppofes 
Him who has all power given into his hand. 
 Pleafe to give my kind love to my unknown friend, Mr. 
Bolles, of Salem, and many thanks for the fermon he fent me. 
Should be glad to receive a letter from him. Letters from 
any of the friends of Chrift are very acceptable to us in this 
dark, barren land. , 

I fuppofe you know before this, that the London Miffionary 
Society have fent out eight symmuee: to this country ; three 
of whom have gone to Ceylon, one remains at Tranquebar, 
where the firft fix that came out landed; two are gone to 
Vizagapatam, which lies about mid way between Madras and 
Calcutta, and two are going to Surat, near Bombay. One of 
the latter is now with us, ‘to fee how things are carried on here, 
and to get all the information poffible, that they may be better 
able to form their fettlement, and manage their affairs, when 
they arrive at their place of deftination. Pleafeto remember . 
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me very kindly to all who love Jefus Chrift in fincerity and 
truth, and particularly thofe who fay and prove by their con- 
duct that they long to fee the kingdom of Chrift come in the 
world. My very kind love to Dr. Stillman and his connex- 
ions though unknown. I have only now to folicit an intereft in 
your prayers, and that you will not forget to write to me as of- 
ten as poflible. My dear partner joins me in love to you, and 
in wifhing you grace, mercy and peace, from God the Father, 
and the Lord Jefus Chritft. 
I remain yours very affectionately, in the beft of bonds, 
JOHN BISS. 


N. B. We fhall be much obliged to you to remember us to 
Captain Minot, (with whom we came from New-York) if in 
Botton. 

I will juft add a circumftance or two which I think will 
rejoice your heart, refpecting the laft Byraggee that we received 
into our church, which I have mentioned above. He isan old 
man, and has devoted all his life hitherto to the fervice of Satan ; 
but now grace has reached his heart, in order to manifeft his 
attachment to Chrift, and his abhorrence of his former praétices, 
and of the idols he ufed to worfhip, be has taken his own two gods 
(fo called) and has hung up one of them to a tree, before the door of 
his but or houfe, the other when he wanted fome wood to drefs his vic- 
tuals, he cut in peeces and burnt!!! This feems to indicate their 
being /oon caft to the moles and bats. 





Rev. L. Covell’s Miflionary Tour in Upper Canada, 
&c. communicated in a Letter addrefled to the 
Editors of the Magazine, dated Pittstown, March 
13, 1806. 


Dear Brethren, 


T HE Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice 5 ; let the multitude 
of ifles be glad ! 

Although not » onal particularly by your Society, I 
take the liberty of communicating to you a brief account of 
my travels and labours in the weftern country the fall and 
winter paft, I am prompted to this by a defire to make every 
communication that may afford you, and the friends of Zion 
in general, any joy, or be a mean of encouragement to fuch as 
are engaged in the laudable work of ~ arm the gofpel to the 
deftitute parts of the world. 

On the 30th of Augult, 1805, I fet out from home on a mif- 
fion to the welt, for fix months. My health, which had fer 
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fome time been very poor, was by no means reinftated whe ? 
left home ; and fome of my friends thought it almoft an af of 
prefumption in me to undertake fo long and fatiguing a jour- 
ney in my fituation ; but my truft was in that God in whofe 
fervice I felt myfelf engaged: and I have reafon forever to 
acknowledge with gratitude, that he has not difappointed my 
hope !—When I fet out from home Thad the company of brother 
Hartwell of Sandisfield, who accompanied mg nearly one hun- 
dred miles. We rode the firlt day, (which was Friday, ) about 
24 miles, to Cliftonpark, where I preached towards ‘evening at 
brother Peck’s meeting-houfe, and tarried the night with him.— 
Saturday, 31 ft, we rode to Galway ; brother H-concluded to tar- 
ry»with the bretliren there over the Sabbath, and I rode about 10 
miles further, to brother Gorton’s, at Broadalbin. y 
Lord’s day, Sept. 1ft. I was quite unwell this morning, but 
ffill determined not to relinquifh the journey till I had made 
the experiment fairly as to my health. At about 10 o’clock I 
rode to Brother Gorton’s; left my horfe, & walked on foot with 
him to the meeting-hovfe (which is about a mile) where a large 
concourfe of people were aflembled, among whom were many 
brethren of my former acquaintance: the foht of them greatly 
animated my fpirits ; I preached to them with great freedom, 
from Rev. iii. 1. The aflembly was very folemn and atten- 
tive.. In the afternoon aflifted Brother G.in adminiflering the 
Lord’sfupper. We had a mof folemn, joyful communion !— 
At 6 o’elock, at the particular requeft of the young people, I 
preached again from Eccl. xii. 1. After fermon, took an affec- 
tionate leave of the brethren, and affembly, who all expreffed 
their cordial wilhes for my prefervation, and fuccefs on my 
journey. _ I returned to brother Gorton’s, where brother Hart- 
well had arrived a little before me. I felt much fatigued with 
the exercifes of the day: but by no means weary of the work. 
Monday 2d. We fet out this morning intending to: ride 
a back road to a remote part ef Johnftown, where the people 
expected me to preach at 4 inthe afternoon. We dined"with a 
brother of mine; I was much affliéted with my old complaint, 
had much difficulty to fet on my horfe, and finally was obliged 
to quit him, and walk flowly on foot, greatly agitated with 
pain. As I found it would be impoffible for me to reach the 
appointment made for me, I prevailéd'on brother Hartwell to 
ride on and preach to the people. J arrived before fermon was 
ended, very full of pain, and fomewhat alarmed about my fitua- 
tion. I took lodgings with an old acquaintance, who lived 
near, and was nore with the utmoft tendernefs, and by the 
next morning felt free “— pain, but very weak, and unfit for 
the. work before me. Tiefday 3d. we purfted our journey 
through the new fettlements‘on the Back Road, north of the 
Mohawk River, towards the Royal Grant. AtioA.M.fI 
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preach’d at a Mr. Everet’s, in Tillborough, from Phil. iii. 10, 
t1. The text itfelf was a word of confolation to my poor 
heart ; and, though the aflembly was not very large, we had, 
through the mercy of God, a moft happy interview. The peo- 
ple in this place are almoft entirely deftitute of gofpel preach- 
ing.—After dinner we rode together till about 4 P. M. when, to 
my joy and furprife, 1 met with two of my former Chriftian 
acquaintances, who urged me to ftop and preach, alleging that 
the neighbourhood was entirely deftitute of preaching, except 
in fome rare inftances by travellers. 1 confented, weak and 
feeble as I was, and brother Hartwell rode on, concluding to 
wait for me the next morning. In about an hour the people 
were notified, and a confiderable number colleéted at a fchool- 
houfe, where I preached to them, with fome freedom, from rt 
Cor. xiii. 8. “Charity never faileth ;” and I believe fome of 
us concluded in the courfe of the exercife, that it never would 
fail. May the Lord blefs the opportunity to all who were pre- 
fent !—After fermon, I went about 4 miles, and took lodgings 
with a brother Hewett, of my former acquaintance: I this 
evening felt much exhaufted, but blefled be God, very com- 
fortable in mind. Oh! how my heart was drawn out for my 
dear brethren in the wildernels, who are hungering for the 
word, and none to feed them! Here isa large fettlement, and 
no ftated preaching.—May the good Lord of the harveft multi- 
ply, and fend forth labourers ! 

Wednefday, 4th. This morning [ began to realize that my 
health was improving ; and felt much encouraged, and, I hope, 
in fome mea(ure thankful to the Father of mercies, for his good- 
nefs to fo unworthy, and unfaithful a creature.—I did not over- 
take brother H. till I arrived at Salifbury, on the Royal Grant, 
where we attended the meeting of the Otfego Affociation, on 
this and the following day, according to our direction from 
the Shaftfbury Affociation. We had here a pleafing interview, 
and fome tokens of the divine prefence were realized; and 
much pleafing intelligence received from various places, of the 
increafe of fubjects to the growing empire of the Redeemer in 
this weftern wildernefs.—1 preached this evening, at a private 
houfe, from Heb. ii. 1. I had the company of brother P. P. 
Roots, and his worthy fpoufe. 

Thurfday, 5th. This morning at about 11, I preached for 
the Affociation from Prov. iv. 18. After the bufinefs of the 
day was ended, rode about 6 miles, and preached in the even- 
ing from 2 Cor. x. 18. I had now parted with brother Hart- 
well, who was' going a different route, and have not feen him 
fince.—I fpent Friday 6th, and Saturday 7th, in preaching 
and vifiting in different neighbourhoods on the Royal-Grant. 

I fpent Lord’s day 8th, with the Baptift Church at Fair- 
field, who have long been deftitute of ftated preaching, and are 
Be 
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in a very low fituation. We had a very comfortable interview 
together, and fome tokens for good.—This evening I rode 
about 6 miles, and preached at the Court-houfe at Herkimer; 
to a large, and very attentive audience from Phil. i. g, 10, rr. 

‘This was a folemn evening ; and I felt fome degree of hope, 
that the oppportunity would not be loft. The people in this 
village were at that time deftitute of a miniiter, and had been 
for fome time ; but I learn that they have fince obtained one : 
May God make him a blefling to them. 

From this time forward, I enjoyed my health to as good 2 
degree as is common for me, and a confiderable part of the 
time, more fo.—I fpent the time till T'uefday 24th, in various 
parts of the country between the German Flats and the Cayuga 
Lake, a diftance of nearly 100 miles, made a number of excur- 
fions into fettlements almoft entirely new, preached almolt 
every day, and often two or three times in a day and evening; 
found people in general very much engaged to hear preaching, 
and in fome places, found ferious awakenings in the minds of 

many. Noman of Chrifian feelings, can vifit thofe infant 
fettlements, and view the fituation of the people, and hear their 
cries for afliftance, without emotions that cannot be expreff- 
ed. There are a few minitters in this tract of country, but their 
number «is very {mall compared with its extent and popula- 
tion. 

On the evening of Tuefday 24th, I arrived at brother Irifh’s 
in Aurelius, preached in the evening, had a very comfortable 
interview, and the next day rode with him to Scipio, to attend 
the Cayuga Affociation as a delegate from ours. At 10 
o’clock, A. M. at the requeft of the brethren, I preached the 
introductory fermon, from Eccl. xii. 9.—During both days, 
we enjoyed a very pleafing feafon, and were much, rejoiced by 
intelligence received from feveral places of the growth of Zion 
in the wildernefs. In fhort, we thought it was good to be 
there ! 1 preached in the evening of both days, and on Friday 
27th, rode about 15 miles, and preached in a very deftitute 
neighbourhood.—On Saturday 28th, I returned to brother 
Irifh’s, attended covenant meeting with the church, heard a 
number of young converts give a relation of the gracious deal- 
ing of God with them, and agreed to preach with them the 
next day.—lIn this place I found the work of the Lord going 
on in a very comfortable manner; but was thereby difappoint- 
ed of having brother Irifh’s company on my miflion. He 
concluded, however, to ride with me to Buffaloe. 

Lord’s day, 29th. I preached this day toa very large, atten- 
tive, and folemn afflembly from Markwiii. 34, 35. ‘Then af_ift- 
ed brother Irith in adminiftering the ordinance of baptifm to 
ten candidates ; after which we had a moft folemn and agreea- 
ble communion at the Lord’s table. Thefe folemn fervices be- 
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ing ended, I took an affectionate leave of the brethren, and rode 
to brother Irifh’s, where we held a religious conference in the 
evening. On the morning of Monday 3oth we fet out for Buf- 
faloe, where we arrived on Tuefday the 8th of OGober. On 
our way we preached more or lefs every day ; and in general, 
found the people very defirous to hear the gofpel ; and in fome 
places ferious appearances. Our route was through fettlements 
entirely deftitute of ftated preaching. 

Thurfday, roth. Brother Irifh left me this morning, to re- 
turn home, and I rode to the Tufcarora village ; where, to my 
great joy, I found our worthy friend and brother, elder Elka- 
nah Holmes, and his worthy fpoufe, in health, and much rejoic- 
ed to fee me arrive fafely at their agreeable and hofpitable 
home. I fpent about a week at the village and in the white fet- 
tlements adjacent ; preached a number of fermons to the white 
people, and twoto the Indians. I was joyfully received by the 
fachems of the nation, and by the greateft part of their people. 
Had feveral very agreeable conferences with the nation at large, 
befides feveral with their chief men by themfelves: I delivered 
them a written Talk from our Affociation, and received their 
promife that they would fend an anfwer to the Affociation when 
{ returned. I agreed to make them a longer vifit on my re- 
turn from Upper Canada. 

On Saturday, O&. 19th, I crofied the Niagara river into the 
province of Upper Canada, where I {pent two months in riding, 
vifiting, and preaching.—I fpent day and night in this employ- 
ment—endeavoured, all in my power, to be faithful in teaching 
the people “ publicly and from houfe to houfe :” and in many 
places have reafon to hope my labours were not in vain. ‘The 
people in that country are in the fame deftitute fituation 
that they were when I vifited them before; and there is an 
increafing folicitude for preachers of the gofpel to be fent 
among them. During my ftay in that province, I baptized 
twenty perfons on a confeffion of their faith ; affifted in giving 
fellowfhip to one Church, which confifted when I left them, of 
twenty-four members, and ordained one minifter. Our meet- 
ings were in general very much crowded and very folemn. The 
people generally feemed as if they were hearing for their lives { 
The reiterated cry in moft places was, “Do ftay and preach 
longer with us. Do come and live with us. If you cannot 
come yourfelf, do fend fome of your minifters from your coun- 
try to fettle with us. We are a poor deftitute people, and none 
to inftrué us!!”? Imagine, if you can, my brethren, how a 
minifter’s heart mutt bleed to ride through fuch an extenfive 
country, find fo many people all deftitute of gofpel privileges, 
many of them pious, and chiefly refpectable, hofpitable people, 
pleading with united folicitude for the food of the kingdom, and 
none to adminifter it to them! My heart is pained within me 
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while I am writing. Oh! how gladly would I go and fpend 
my life with them, if the duty I owe my family would admit of 
it. May the Lord give us all a heart to pray, and exert ourfelves 
for their good ! 

There are now two churches of our order near Long Point, 
on the north fide of Lake Erie, about one hundred and twenty 
or thirty miles from Niagara; the one confifted, when I left 
them, of forty-two, and the other of twenty-four members, 
where three years fince, there was no church, and only a few 
{cattered brethren. One of thefe churches has a minifter, who 
was ordained laft fall. In fome other places there is reafon to 
hope churches will foon rife,if neceffary affiftance can be afforded 
them. In fhort, there is in that province, an extenfive field for 
miflionary labours ; and the united cry is: Come over to Upper 
Canada and helpus! In the weftern part of this State it is equal- 
ly fo. My brethren, let us pray, and contribute, and fend, and trav- 
el, and preach, till the balmy influences of the blefled gofpel 
are extended tothe remotelft confines of our extenfive continent. 
How glorious is the work, how rich the reward! ! 

Having made a lengthy, laborious, and moft pléafing tour in 
that Province, I returned to vifit my red brothers at the Tufca- 
rora village, where I arrived the 18th of December, and found 
Elder Holmes and Mrs. Holmes in good health. The,Indians 
were all well and feemed much rejoiced at my return. They re- 
ceived me with open arms, and fhowed many tokens of the moft 
fincere, undiflembled friendfhip. I tarried with them and in the 
adjacent fettlements till the 2oth of January ; preached to them 
a number of times, & held a number of councils (or conferences) 
with them on fubjects relative to their improvement in civiliza- 
tion, and inftruction in the gofpel. I ufed all my influence, and 
made every poffible exertion to imprefs on their minds the im- 
portant benefits that would refult to them from the inftruétions 
of the gofpel, if they would forfake all pagan notions, and 
heartily embrace Chriftianity. They have fent a letter, and 
firings of wampum to the Shaftfbury Affociation, for the purpofe 
of eftablifhing a firm and lafting bond of friendfhip and brother- 
hood with them. ‘They appear really defirous of extending the 
hand of brotherly friendfhip to all focieties of good people, as 
far as opportunity and local circumftances will permit. They, 
alfo, exprefs the molt earneft folicitude that the’ Good white 
people” would favour them, and the cther tribes of their colour, 
and afford them the inftructions of the gofpel. O that the good 
Lord God would ftir up the hearts of his profefling people to 
work, as well as pray, for the advancement of hiskingdom! I 
found this nation much improved fince I vifited them two years 
ago: and I have folid reafon to believe, that their chief fachem 
and fome others have experienced a faving change of heart. 
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Not far from one hundred of them are pretty conftant attend- 
ants at public worfhip, and I venture to fay, ] never preached to 
a more orderly aflembly of people of any colour, in my life. 
They hear with attention, and behave with the utmoft decency. 
Their finging (in which they are much improved) is performed 
with as much melody and harmony as is common in our beft 
finging fécieties. In bafs and treble they particularly excel. 

They are very orderly and decent in their (ob ea a on the firft 
day of the week. One will not fee half as much Sabbath-break- 
ing among them as in many parts of our (chrif/fianized) coun- 
try ! The moft of them have entirely left off the ufe of {pirituous 
liquors ; and they adhere to the rules of temperance with the 
utmolt fcrupulofity. Some of them are making contiderable 
progrefs in agriculture ; but this is not general among them. 

There is an Englifh fchool conftantly kept among them, at 
which their children are learning to read and write the Englifh 
language. In fhort, there is great reafon to hope, that if iuita- 
ble means are ufed, they will, in proces of time, become a civ- 
il, and a religious people. Our aged brother Holmes refides 
in their village ; ; and is conftantly employed in their inftruction. 
His labours havik been, and ftill are crowned with great fuccefs. 
He is indefatigable in the work. He appears to enjoy much 
fatisfacion in labouring for their good ; and they appear highly 
pleafed with him. The mutual attachment between them 
feems, in a great degree, like that between a parent and his 
children. He is in my opinion moft eminently qualified to 
manage and inftru&t the poor favage creatures ; and he appears 
to be perfectly in his element when attending to that work ! 
May the Lord prolong his days, and make him a rich blefling 
to the poor benighted inhabitants of the wildernefs, and crown 
his labours with fuccefs in this world, and glory in the world 
to come. 

After a long, and moft agreeable vifit with the Indians, I 
took an affectionate leave of them, their worthy inftructor and 
family, and continued my courfe homewards. I preached in 
many deititute fettlements and neighbourhoods on my return. 
I called to vifit brother Irifh, and his people at Aurelius, 
found the glorious work ftill going on there. In the town of 
Pompey, i in the county of Onondaga, there was a, good work ; 
and in feveral other places, very hopeful appearances. —“ The 
fields are white, ready for the harveft, and he that reapeth re- 
ceiveth wages.”” This has been eminently the cafe with moft 
of our brethren who have travelled as Miffionaries through the 
welftern country. They have left traces of their ufefulneds, and 
fruits of their labours, which afford more fatisfactory wages toa 
heart fired with the love of God, than all the riches of Peru! ! 

By the good hand of my God upon me, I arrived fafely at 
my dwelling-place in Pittitown, on Wednefday, the 26th of Feb. 
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after an abfence of fix month; and found my family in health. 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endureth 
forever. 
I am yours, in the faith and patience of our blefled Lord 
Jetus Chrift, 
LEMUEL COVELL. 
To the Direéors of the Mafs. B. Mifs. Society. 








Extraa& fromthe Rev. Mr. Kicherer’s Narrative of 
his Miffion in South Africa. 


(Continued from p. 170.) 


BOUT this ttme came to Mr, Kicherer’s houfea perfon 
under the fictitious name of Stephanos, a Greek by birth, 
and who, for making bafe coin at Capetown, had been {fenten- 
ced to death, but effected his efcape from juftice, a few days 
previous to that fixed for his execution. The-ramour of this 
affair had indeed reached Mr. Kicherer’s ears, and when he 
came to his houfe in the abfence of Mefirs. Kramer and Scholtz, 
who were gone fix days’ journey with prefents of tobacco to in- 
vite more Bofchemen to come and hear the gofpel, he thought 
he perceived fome tokens of guilt in his countenance. But his 
converfation was fo religious, and his pretence that he came to 
afift them in building a chapel, ‘0 plaufible, that he blamed 
himfelf for harbouring any fufpicion, and therefore permitted 
him to fleep in the room next to his own. It feems Stephanos 
had contrived a fcheme to murder Mr, Kicherer, that he might 
feize On his waggon and goods, and then depart to a diftant 
horde. In the night he actually approached his bed ; but the 
Keeper of I{rael, who never flumbers nor fleeps, was pleafed 
fuddenly to roufe him in a fit of terror, in which he cried out as 
if privy to his bloody defign. Stephanos was difconcerted, 
ftammered an apology of a pain in his bowels, and then went 
away out of the houfe. In the morning he was gone off, hav- 
ing ftelen Mr. Kicherer’s gun, and taken with him many of the 
Bofchemen! whom he had feduced, by pretending that the 
white men were coming to be revenged on them: Bofchemen 
having always an accufing conicience, are ever ready to take 
fuch a hint. His Hottentots pu: riuing them overtook them in 
the defert; a truce was concluded, both parties piling up their 
arms at fome diftance, when Stephanos was compelled to reftore 
the fowling piece and dilmifs the Befchemen. He was fuffer- 
ed to go to the great River, they little thinking what mifchief 
he would do their caufe hereafter. 
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Mr. Kicherer’s vifit to Orange River. 


Several of the Corannas from the Great or Orange River ar- 
rived at their fettlement, repeating the invitation, they had fent 
before, to remove to their country, which is about 300 miles 
diftant, and preach the word of life among them. A council 
was held, when all their people determined to follow them. 
Accordingly they fet out in May, 1801. Mr. Anderfon, who 
had joined them fome months before, preceded them, with 
part of their property ; Kramer, Scholtz, and Kicherer, fol- 
lowed at a diltance, with the bulk of their people. In the 
courfe of their journey they found the country far more popu- 
lous than they had conceived. 

Proceeding on their journey, they were joined by Cornelius 
Hoopman, who had not been with them more than a fingle 
day, when he was ftruck with convictions while Mr. Kicherer 
was praying. . When they firft faw him, they entertained a ve- 
ry unfavourable opinion ef him ; fo much pride appearing in 
his carriage 3 but no fooner was his heart touched by grace, 
than the lion was changed into a lamb; the haughtinefs of his 
deportment entirely forfook him, and he appeared to be pof- 
feiled of that deeply humbled {pirit, which is the moft confpicu- 
ous token of real grace. He became remarkably cautious in 
whatever he faid, but difcovered at the fame time that faith, 
which worketh by love ; in the exercife of which he enjoyed clofe 
communion with God. - He would often fay, “ How happy 
foould I poor finer think myfelf, were I affured that Fefus is my Fe- 
Jus 3 there would not be a more bleffed creature on earth than myfelf ; 
[am fo poor bere, that frequently I know not how to provide for my 
family ; [would gladly clothe my poor children, were it only in foeep 
kins 3 but alas! I have no fupplies, for my few fhecp are all gone ; 
yet had I rather flarve here where Fefus is preached, than return to 
ferve thofe Chriflians, who never told me a word of God, or of Fefus, 
or the way of Salvation.”’ After this man had entirely furren- 
dered himfelf to the Lord, bis whole walk and converfation be- 
{poke the fincerity of his faith, and he became a pattern of 
godlinefs to all the company. Every day he would walk forth, 
three, four, or five times, into the folitude of the wildernefs, to 
hold converfe with Jefus by prayer. It was his cuftom at funfet to 
take with him two of his children, whom he tenderly loved, toa 
folitary {pot, that they might be prefent at his devotions.* And 
often were fome of thefe poor people feen, one here behind a rock, 
another there under a bufh, earneftly engaged in private prayer: 

and 


* Surely such Africans will condemn in the day of judgment many 
nominal Christians, who pay no regard to the salvation of their chil- 
dren. 
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and feldom did Cornelius fail to appear with his two little ones, 
in his arms or led by his hand, whom he caufed, with himfelf, 
to bow their young knees before the Lord. Such cheering 
objects ftrengthened Mr. Kicherer’s faith. He now plainly 
faw that the Lord Jefus had begun a good work among the 
heathen, and he was encouraged to hope, that he would tri- 
umphantly eltablifh his church in this country, and caufe his 
bleffed word to be preached to the children, and children’s chil- 
dren of the prefent generation. 

Another perfon, named Roclopt, was a ftriking example of 
the power of divine grace. Having been deeply affected under 
the reading of the feriptures, and praying in their morning fer- 
vice, Mr. Kicherer obferved him fitting on a waggon appar- 
ently in great diftrefs of foul. When he inquired into the caufe 
of his dejection, he returned the following anfwer:. “0, my 
dear Sir, never could I have thought that I was fo great a finner, fuch 
a monfler of iniquity, and my flate fo dangerous, as I now perceive. 
God ts a holy and righteous God, and I am fuch a vile finner! O the 
very thought makes me tremble, that God, thus ! thus ! (meaning by 
on motions in the twinkling of an eye) may put an end to my life! 

O if God fhould not have mercy for me, then muft I fink into the eter- 
nal pit. O I am greatly afraid left God fhould caufe the earth to open 
her mouth, and fwallow me up alive. O Sir, what fhall I do to be fa- 
ved ?” Upon directing him to believe in the Lord Jefus Chritt, 
he daily applied’ to, him by faith and prayer as a finner who 

earneftly wifhed ‘td’ bé faved by his free‘grace. 

About the clofe of the year they reached the Great River, 
which in the dry feafon is about half as wide as the Thames at 
London Bridge, and which was now fo much fwollen by the 
rains, as to be impaflable : therefore they were obliged to wait 
for its fall. Mr. Kramer and Anderfon had previoufly crofled 
the River, and had begun to preach the gofpél to the people, 
among whom they found confiderable attention. While they 
waited for the fubliding of the waters, with their people and 
cattle, fome of their friends on the oppofite fhore, who were 
bold enough to fwim acrofs, affifted in conftruéting rafts. By 
means of thefe they were enabled in about a week to get over 
the river, yet with great difficulty, for their raft funk fo deep, 
that they fat up to the middle in water. Here they rejoiced to 
find a great hunger for the bread of life: Some cried, and oth- 
ers fainted under the preaching of the word. 

They found it neceffary fhortly to look for another pofition, 
more diltant from this dangerous river, the inundations of 
which are fo fudden, that men and bealts frequently perifh in 
its mighty floods. They pitched upon a fpot called Reed 
fountain, which fome of them began immediately to clear for 
cultivation. While they were thus engaged, with about twen- 

ty Hottentots, the Corannas brought them regularly,-every 
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day, three fheep, and three hollow bamboo canes full of milk 
as a prefent. hia 2 ‘ 

While fleeping here one night with Mr. Scholtz and his 
Hottentots by the fide of a little cart, the barking of his Span- 
iel dog difturbed Mr. Kicherer’s reft fo much, that he was quite 
vexed at him. The Hottentots, however, underftanding the 
little creature’s meanjng better than he, looked carefully 
around, and foon difcovered a lion near them, who like a cat 
was creeping along the ground, in order to make a {pring up- 
on them. Immediately they inatched up their guns to fire at 
him: but the lion, finding they were fo well prepared to re- 
ceive him, turned tail, and retreated with the utmoft fpeed. 
As Mr. Scholtz and Kicherer lay neareft to that {pot, from 
whence the lion approached, they felt peculiarly thankful to 
the Lord for this new prefervation. 

All their new friends exprefled great joy at their coming to 
live among them; but particularly the poor opprefled Namaquas 
and Corannas, who looked up to them as a kind of proteétors. 

Their labours here appeared to be attended with a peculiar 
bleffing ; a great defire prevailing among thefe people to be 
taught the things which accompany falvation. 

The impreflions made by the Spirit of God on the hearts of 
the hearers were very remarkable. It may probably appear to 
fome readers perfectly ridiculous, but it is a fact that they were 
always obliged to have a bottle of vinegar on the table, for the 
relief of thofe who aétually fainted under alarms of confcience, ' 
and powerful conviétions. Certain it is, that the tears which 
were fhed, at that period, among thofe poor people, could not be 
numbered, and though thefe ftrong impreflions did not always 
iffue in found converfion, yet in many happy inftances there is 
reafon to believe they did. 

Near the Great River, attended by one Hottentot only, Mr. 
Kicherer was once obliged to fieep in the open field. About 
midnight their horfes, which were faftened near them, began to 
be very unruly, and their noife awaked them both out of their 
fleep. The Hottentot was much alarmed, but feemed defirous 
of concealing the caufe of this ftir: On Mr. Kicherer’s interre- 
gating him clofely, he confefled that he faw a lion at the dif- 
tance of twenty or thirty yards. The Hottentot preparing to 
fire, defired Mr. Kicherer to ftrike a light, and fet the grais in 
a blaze. This being effected in a moment, they difcovered a 
huge animal with his mane erect, juft in the very att of fpring- 
ing upon them. At that critical moment the Hottentot fired, 
and the lion flunk away. ‘This appeared the more extraordi- 
nary, as they could next morning trace his bloody footfteps on 
the ground ; a certain proof of his having been wounded. In 
fuch a cafe the lion feldom, if ever retreats, till he has avenged 
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his blood: but the Lord was doubtlefs pleafed to fhut the 
mouth of this lion. When they got home, the brethren in- 
formed them, that during their abience a lion had deftroyed 
eighteen of their oxen. 

How Mr. Kicherer received the afflicting intelligence, that 
Stephanos, who after leaving the fettlement at Zak River, had 
gone to a horde of Baftard Hottentots, commonly called Corne- 
lius Kock’s Kraal, had there fet up for a’ Miffionary and a pro- 
phet, eftablifhing his authority on the bafis of fuperftition fo firm- 
ly, that his will had become the law of every individual in the 
horde ; and the moft atrocious.crimes were committed by him 
with impunity. Whoever ventured to murmur againft his 
abominable acts of rapine or luft, was fure to be put into the 
ftocks, or to be beaten unmercifully. Stephanos had ereéted a 
temple, refting on piHars, with an altar within, on which facri- 
fices were offered. He hada number of fele& difciples, who 
like himfelf feigned trances, in which they lay for many hours, 
and out of which they pretended to awake with meflages which 
they had brought from the angel Gabriel, or from God him- 
felf. Did the impoftor with to gratify his lufts, his covetouf- 
nefs, or his revenge? An anfwer from heaven authorized him 
to effe&t his purpofe. Should any diffatisfaétion, or luke-warm- 
nefs appear among his followers, immediately the judgments 
of God, yea the conflagration of the whole world were im- 
mediately threatened. Cornelius Kock himfelf, the chief, who 
pofleffed a vaflt property, was completely devoted to the will of 
this wretch. He would preach againft the Miflionaries alfo, 
and they were apprehenfive that his doétrine, like that of Ma- 
homet, might widely diffufe its baneful influences among the 
neighbouring heathens. 

After mature deliberation and confultation with his brethren, 
Mr. Kicherer undertook to go ont, and try to ftop his diaboli- 
eal proceedings. As this meafure was likely to be attended 
with danger, he took all hts armed men with him. Stephanos, 
being apprifed of their detign, called a meeting of his followers, 
im which many meflages from heaven were devifed ; he then 
told them that this was the important moment, in which they 
were called upon to demonftrate their attachment to God, and 
his prophet; but that if they proved unfaithful, fire would 
come down from heaven to deftroy them. 

Mr. Kicherer approached their party. Their eyes fparkled 
with rage. Stephanos ftepped forward, and offered him his 
hand. He refufed to take it, but defired him to walk with 
him under a tree, where they would decide the matter. His 
people followed him to the fpot, and Stephanos was covered by 
his followers. With his Bible in his hand, he difputed with 
Stephanos four hours, and experienced the peculiar affiftance 
of the Holy Spirit. Stephanos chiefly infifted on the prophecy 
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of Joel concerning the vifions and dreams of the latter days, 
and introduced many paflages from the Kevelations. Mr. 
Kicherer was enabled clearly to refute his arguments, to the 
great fatisfaétion of his people, who declared they had received 
light and. bleflings on that day, to which they had before been 
ftrangers. 

Stephanos and his deluded followers were unconvinced ; and 

becorhing more and more enraged, they feemed difpofed to do 
him violence ;: but his vigilant guardians knew how to prevent 
it. The impoftor himfelf conveyed to Mr. Kicherer’s mind a 
ftriking idea of the chief of hell. His eyes rolled and flathed ; 
his tongue moved with inceflant volubility, and he {trove to 
vindicate his atrocities by examples derived from the {crip- 
tures. , 
Now Mr. Kicherer thought himfelf fully juftified in ordering 
his people to feize him, as a malefa¢tor already under the fen- 
tence of the law, that he might be conveyed to the Cape, for 
punifhment. His order was inftantly obeyed, and he was made 
a prifoner in his own temple. In a moment his creft fell, and 
he requefted him in the French language, (which the people did 
not underftand) to fet him at liberty, promifing in that cafe to 
leave the country. Mr. Kicherer replied, that if he were con- 
vinced that he felt due contrition for his crimes, and proved it 
by a frank confeflion of his guilt, he might perhaps let him go. 
Immediately he {poke to the people in a crying tone of voice, 
acknowledging that he had impofed on them, that if they went 
on in his ways they would certainly go to hell, and that they 
ought to thank God, who had fent them teachers of ‘the 
truth. 

This confeffion had a wonderful effeé& on the multitude, who 
crowded round Mr, Kicherer, and they thanked him heartily 
for what he had done, exprefling boundlefs joy at their deliver- 
ance from the fhackles of that gyrannical impoftor. They with- 
ed-now to fend him away naked into the defert; but Mr. 
Kicherer interfered, and procured for him needful provifions, 
and a guide into the Namaqua country, towards the fea-coatt, 
where he thought it poffible, he might meet with an European 
yeflel, and fo finally leave Africa. However, he was recogni- 
zed by Mr. Engelbrecht, a farmer, who was alfo an officer in 
the Militia; this gentlemen, in the execution of his duty, 
attempted to arreft him, but in the fcuffle unfortunately fell. 
Stephanos feizing the opportunity cut the throat of the officer 
with a razor, which was concealed in his book; after which he 
made his efcape, and joined the noted robber, the African be- 
ies mentioned, with whom ’tis to be feared, he ftill roves the 

efert. 
(To be continued in our next Number.) 
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Tothe Editor of the Baptist M. MAGAzINeE. - 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, i 


The following is a genuine Extract of a Letter, written by a pious 
lady now living in Vermont, to her brother in this State. If you 
foould be of opinion that its publication will promote the interefl of re- 
ligion, you will pleafe to give it a place in the Magazine. 


F 





, Vermont, Sept. 18, 1805. 
My dear Brother, hosting 


I CONFESS to you that I feel juftly reproved for delaying 
the fulfilment of my promife. I can only plead that I have 
never forgottenit. Ever fince Providence has placed me at fo 
great a diftance from my friends and former acquaintances, I 
have felt a great folicitude to learn more of their {piritual con- 
cerns, and to communicate to them the great things which God 
hath done for me. ; 

When we both were young, and I prefume totally ignorant 
of the way of acceptance with God, you remember how prefl- 
ing our dear was to have us join Mr. ’s 
church. You fuccefsfully oppofed ; but my conftancy was not 

roof againft maternal folicitations. I owned the covenant, (as it 
is called) but could proceed no farther ; and I can truly fay, 
my conf{cience, if I know what confcience is, teftified at the mo- 
ment againit the meafure, a recurrence to which, for years, 
filled me with keen diftrefs. 

After my marriage and removal, my mind at times became 
deeply impreffed, and I was made to feel that I had indeed lied 
to the Holy Ghof! Yet it was fome alleviation of my mifery, 
that I had not as yet come up to fullcommunion. Poor relief ! 
miferable infatuation! But I had a kind of hope that I fhould 
one day become more worthy fuch a profeffion ; and my feel- 
. ings were relieved by the confideration, that my dear babe was 
entitled to baptifm, which was anxioufly fought and duly ob- 
tained. I remained fome years in this ftate of mind, during 
which, I do not recollect that I enjoyed one happy exercife : 
no, not even in fecret prayer, which I much frequented, 
and as much depended,on to fit me for the new birth, 
which I verily thought I muft experience, and of which 
I had a confiderable degree of head knowledge. At length 
my mind grew more eafy, which I miftook for a better flate ; 
and I began to confider my early habits and later exercifes 
as fome evidence of a gracious heart; from which at leaft I 
might conclude, that I was not /o great a tranfgreflor as fome 
others. 1 do believe this is the precife condition into which the 

rand adverfary would bring all who are alarmed for the fafety 
of their fouls. Bleffed be God, this fatal fnare did not retain, 
though it entangled my poor foul. ’ 



























-Extrad of a Letter. 213 


‘A work of grace was at this time going on among the peo- 


‘ple in this place and fo foon.as I heard that a near neighbour 


of ours, (who was a finner indeed,) had become diftretled for 
his foul, I felt all my hopes vanifhin amoment. I thought alfo 
of that remarkable change in our dear brother » who was 
even an avowed enemy to religion; and viewing thefe inftances 





‘of the Redeemer’s power and diftinguifhing mercy, I cried out 


in the bitternefs of my foul, Undone! undone! I now moft 


clearly faw that I had made a righteoufnefs of my negative 


goodnefs. Thad longed-to be born again, and: wondered why 
God delayed converting me; feeming to think it. eafier or 
more fuitable that fuch a work fhould be performed in me, 


than in the profligate and abandoned finner.  Thofe painful 


feelings I: cannot defcribe ; but I truft they were foon fucceed- 
ed by a new birth; although’ the fubfequtnt years of my life 
have exemplified fo little of the power of that religion, which I 
think I ftill love above all things. te did i 
About this time 1 was much tried on the) fubjeét of baptifm ; 
but my prejudices were fo {trongly rooted I would not yield un- 
tillong after I faw the fitneis and beauty of the primitive 
practice. But God, who bringeth the blind by a way which 
they knew not, could as eafily convert me to the truth of or- 
dinances, as change my- heart and affeétions. He did do it, and 
moft effectually too, for it was altogether hisown work. I was 
at the time furrounded by able difputants for infant baptifm, 


Without one counfellor or fupporter, excepting the Bible. . Our 


dear friends of the other denominations are much miftaken in 
fuppofing, that all who become Baptifts are feétarians, or mif- 
guided by a party zeal. For myfelf, J can truly fay, if that part 
of my experience be not of, and from Heaven, no part is ; nay, 
I am often tempted to call in queftion my heirfhip to the 
heavenly inheritance, while I retain the ftrongeft conviction of 
the truth of the gofpel, and that believers’ bapti/m, and no other, is 
there included. Indeed I was led into fuch a view of this ex- 
top imitiating ordinance, totally unaided, excepting by 
God’s word and Spirit, that I ftill believe it would have been 
highly criminal in me to have refifted. Many years have 
pafled away {ince that period, in every one of which fome of my 
former friends, who were not entirely free from the natural bias 
of early habits, have, one after another, yielded to the irrefifti- 
ble evidence of divine truth, when called to examine it by the 
fame Spirit, whofe infpiration produced it to-the, world. 

Your information refpecting the manneraimwhich our dear 
mother firft received the account greatly affeéted’me. I expedt- 
ed it would grieve her, and almoft hoped fhe would never know 
it; but concluded it beft on the whole to inform her, as I did 
by letter. Her later exercifes on this fubjeéty to which you 
were a happy witnefs, were equally unexpected and happifying 








a See eee ee! 
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to me. Dear departed parent! may her fervent piety, her un- 
common devotion to God, and her triumphant death, be the 
mournfully pleafing theme of her unworthy daughter, who'is 
journeying but a few days behind her, with a humble hope of 
joining her in the happy circle of adoring immortals, at the feet 
of Jefus. O my brother, while we bend the knee in grateful 
acknowledgments of the goodnefs of God, in conftraining fo 
many of her deicendants to follow her fteps, let us fervently 
pray that fo bright an example may not enhance the condemna- 
tion of anyone, « . . +» «5+ . « + But I repine not. 
God is a. rock. His way is perfect. His mercy is everlafting. 
His arm is ftrong, and he will do all his pleafure. : 
I greatly rejoice with you, my brother, in the work of God 
im your parts... On reading your letter, thefe.worts of the 
Pfalmift came mvo my mind, the humble hall hear thereof, and be 
glad. 1 do not know that I ever noticed the paflage before, as 
having any fpecial or particular meaning ;. but the application of 
it at this time was peculiarly {weet tome. I camalio fympathize 
with you in the intrufion and progrefs of erroneous fentiments 
among profefling Chriftians. Once there feemed but one heart 
and foul.among' us. Now, a new conftruction, or an old one 
newly revived, is put wpon every important part of revealed truth. 
‘The confequences are not furprifing. They follow of necedlity, 
The body is maimed ; it members are ufelefs or worfe, and the 


roaring lion is rampant, ready to feize his prey. Yet, biefled be , 


our almighty Redeemer, there. are fome theep which hear his 
voice, and a ftranger will they not follow. What if fome of the 
members wither, or are cut off and burned? ftill the virats 
are found. God is making an evident diftinétion at this time ; 
for while thofe who cleave.to tried truth are progrefling in the 
divine life, and more earneftly fearching after whatfoever things 
are lovely and. of good report; miftaken zealots are overturn- 
ing (as far as their influence extends) church government and 
focial order, Many with to hold their Randing, and yet plead 
an exemption from church authority. Some of them have al- 
ready {pun qut their thread of felf-amendment, and have funk 
into an awful fupinenefs, bordering on a total indifference to 
all religion ; yet they affert that all things on God’s part are 
done; and that it lies entirely with the creature to be faved or 
loft. 1 cannot deferibe the grief and trial this felf-faving 
icheme has occafioned me. In whatever light it is viewed, in 
principle or pradtice, it cannot but fill the mind with concern, 
{am ready texcenelude fometimes that it is the lalt. grand delu- 
fion, becaufe ittaffuimes a plaufible, felf-pleafing fhape, which in 
its nature will obtain votaries, But I cannot iee in'the light of 
this do@riné, that it is cértain one foul will be faved; for if all 

may efte@tually oppofe the application and pervert the defign 
of the atonement, it appears to me a certain confequence, that 
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all will doit. For the heart of man is not only oppofed to 
God, but it is enmity itfelf. If oppo/ed, it would require the pow- 
er of perfuwafion ; but if enmity, it muft be fubdued. This is 
not effeéted by the death of Chrift alone, nor by the fubfequent 
miniftry of the word: if it were, none who hear the gofpel 
would he loft. But the experience of the faithful is the beft 
refutation of error; and fo tar as [ am acquainted. with them, 
they peak the fame language, and believe the fame truth ; afcrib- 
ing ail their acceptable {piritual exercifes, to the immediate 
agency of the Holy Spirit. I am fure, for one, had not my will 
been bowed while in oppofition to truth, I fhould never have 
accepted the deliverance propofed; and I am perfuaded, that for 
a carnal heart to become even willing to be holy, it requires the 
fame power which raifed Chrift from the dead. But as I ex- 
pect to fee you foon, by leave of an indulgent Providence, I will 
add no more, only that I am, in the bonds of the gofpel, as well 
as of natural affection, your unworthy fifter. 











REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN. TAUNTON. 


Extraét of a Letter from a Minifter in Bridgwater 
to the Editor, dated 
April 8th, 1806. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


SHOULD have long fince communicated to you the in- 

formation which you requefted concerning the religious re- 
vival in Taunton, and its vicinity, but was myfelf ignorant of 
the manner of its commencement. Being much out of health 
the laft fummer, I feldom vifited that people after the revival 
commenced until the middle of Oétober. Nor did I, till late- 
ly, obtain the particular information I fought for. I hope, 
however, that this will reach you feafonably for the 7th No. of 
our Magazine. 

Mr. Zephaniah S. Crofsman, a licenfed preacher, who refides 
at ‘T'aunton, informs me that the revival began on the day of our 
annual (State) Thankfgiving, in 1804. He (on that day) de- 
livered-a difcourfe, founded on Col. iv. 1, 2. After which the 
people appeared to be unufually defirous of attending religious 
meetings, and of hearing the gofpel. Mr. Crofsman was fre- 
quently called upon to vifit, converfe, and pray from houfe to 
houfe. A number of the members of the church were quicken- 
ed, and unufually engaged in the caufe of the Redeemer. In 
the March following two perfons gave evidence of their 
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faith in Chrift ; a number more were under ferious impreflions ; 
others obtained relief, and expreffed a defire to be baptized. 
Accordingly, application was made to brother Abbot of Mid- 
dleborough, who attended, preached, and baptized five perfons. 
‘This was on the firlt day of Auguft. On the 26th of this month, 
Brother Kendall of Kingfton attended, and baptized three 
more. ‘The day began to dawn, and the day-ftar arofe in the 
hearts of many; the good work feemed to fpread in a: very 
marvellous manner. On the 4th of Sept. brother Samuel Nel- 
fon of Middleborough vitited them, preached, and baptized four 
perions. At this meeting, and about this time, the conviction 
was nroft general, and the number and diltrefs of anxious fouls 
increafed ; and on the 22d of Sept. brother Daniel Hix,* of 
Dartmouth, made them a vifit, (whofe coming was like that 
of Titus) and baptized 9. On the firlt day of October, he vif- 
ited them again, and baptized 12. On the 15th he made them 
another vifit, and I attended: he then baptized 19, and one on 
the day following. On the laft Lord’s day in October I vifited 
them, preached twice, heard a number relate their experience 
of a work of grace, and attended a public religious conference 
in the evening ; at this meeting the young converts were on the 
wing, and the voice of the fpiritual turtle was heard. The 
good work continued to fpread. Some of the inhabitants of 
Norton were fharers in it. I received a Macedonian cry from 
thence to come over andhelp them. Onthe sth day of Nov. 
brother Daniel Hix preached in the Baptift meeting-houfe at 
‘Taunton, to a crowded audience ; about one thoufand perfons 
attended, and a number of our brethren in the miniftry. I af- 
fitted in the examination of the candidates, and addrefled the 
people at the water-fide ; twenty perfons were baptized on that 


‘occafion, and feven more on the 8th. 


About this time I preached at Norton, to a refpectable and 
very attentive audience. Here permit me to mention one in- 
ftance of the converfion of a youth, it being a ftriking evidence 
of the total depravity of the human heart. He faid, that in 
the diftrefs and anguifh of his foul, fuch was his oppofition to 
his Maker, and fuch the enmity of his heart, that had it been 
in his power, he would have dethroned the Almighty.: But 
now, added he, I love that being, whom I would have de- 
{troyed. 

On the 17th day of November, brother Ira Phillips, an itin- 
erant minifter from brother Daniel Hix’s church, baptized 3 
perfons at Taunton. About this time I preached at Norton, 


* This pious, laborious, and successful minister of Jesus informs me, 
that he has lately been in the habit of travelling, and preaching the 
gospel of Christ, and that he has baptized, at home and abroad, ia the 
vear 1805, one hundred and eleven persons. 
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Taunton, &c. Religious meetings were very frequently held, 
night and day ; and the diiciplesof our Lord, both aged and 
young, were zealoufly engaged in the good work. 

On the 3d day of December 1 preached again at Norton to 
an attentive and crowded audience; brother Read, of Attle- 
borough, was prefent, and made the concluding prayer. The 
Rev. Mr. Clark, the minifter of the town, alfo attended, and 
appeared friendly to the good work. Brother Read preached 
in the evening ;—and on the day following I preached again, 
and baptized Captain Hunt, and his wife. Mrs. Hunt was fo 
enfeebled by bodily complaints, that fhe was carried to and 
from the water, by two men, in a chair, and yet, notwithftand- 
ing the inclemency of the feafon, fhe received no injury. On 
the 8th day of December, Brother Daniel Hix vifited Taun- 
ton, and baptized 10 perfons. Brother Phillips baptized 3, on 
the 6th day of January, 1806, and on the 8th two more. 

In reviewing. the above ftatement, you will find that from 
Auguft ft, 1805, to January 8th, 1806, inclufive, there have 
been one hundred perfons baptized. Both the aged and the 
young have been fharers in this good work. Of the number 
baptized, there were perifons from 11 years of age to 70; a con- 
fiderable portion of them were between 18 and 30 years of age. 
Our brethren in Taunton acknowledge the obligations confer- 
red on them by a number of our brethren in the miniftry, not yet 
mentioned in this letter, who kindly vifited them, and laboured 
with them in the gofpel, for the promotion of the good work. 
Of thefe were our brother Sawyer of Granville, State of New- 
York, brother Jacob Hix of Rehoboth, brother Joel Briggs of 
Stoughton, and others. Thefe, together with the gifts in the 
church, were all more or lefs ufeful. ‘the adminiftration of 
the ordinance of baptifm was alfo (in my opinion) peculiarly 
owned of God; but whatever means he was pleafed to make 
ufe of, to his great name be all the glory. 

Thus [ have endeavoured to give you an account of the work 
of grace in ‘Taunton, and its vicinity, and can I omit mention- 
ing the goodnefs of God to me, and the people of my charge ? 
It being a time of religious declenfion with us, it was agreed 
on, in church-meeting, on the 24th day of Auguft lait, to meet 
on the firft Wednefday in every month, at 2 o’clock, P. M. for 
prayer to Almighty God, for the out-pouring of his Holy Spir- 
it, In Ogcber we began to meet frequently for religious con- 
ferences; thefe meetings were folemn, quickening, and com- 
fortable. We were foon vifited by a number of our brethren 
in the miniftry, and our religious meetings were more frequent 
and full than ufual. About this time, the kind Lord (I truft) 
gave me an unufual fpirit of prayer for my congregation, and a 
number of my brethren were unufually engaged in the fervice 
of the Lord. Many folemn warnings and exhortations were 
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repeated and heard. At a public corfference, on the evening of 
December 15th, there was a crying out in the congregation ! 
This being reported abroad, many came to fee and hear for 
themfelves; and, notwithftanding the travelling was very diffi- 
cult, owing to a great fall of fnow, our meetings were full. 
A number of our youth (I hope) are already brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, as it is m Jefus. But “I rejoice with 
trembling.” ~ The awakening continues ; and I entreat you to 
“come over into (this) Macedonia, and help us.” Ceafe not 
to pray for me and mine; and believe me to be, with fentiments 
of fraternal regard, very affectionately, yours, 


VALENTINE W. RATHBUN. 








REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN NORTHAMPTON. 


Extract of a letter from a young Gentleman in 
Northampton, to his Friend in this town, dated 
April 27, 1806. 


Dear and much refpeGed Friend, » 


if gives me pleafure to hear that you have found, and 

are acquainted with fome who are God’s dear children, 
Thefle, my young friend, are the excellent of the earth. Thefe 
are the company I keep. Thefe are the choiceft friends I 
know. 

I lately wrote to you concerning the glorious work which 
God is carrying on im this place. And at your requeft I will 
now give you the ftate of this town more particularly. 

Previous to the awakening which began on the plain, a few 
pious perfons met to fupplicate the Throne of Grace, and to 
plead that God would vifit us with his Holy Spirit. Their 
number foon increafed. They then formed themfelves into 
two focieties, and I believe they were wreftling Jacobs and 
prevailing Ifraels. The youth in that part ef the town be- 
gan tobe thoughtful, and their attention was more and more call- 
ed up. They began anxioufly to inquire what they fhould do to 
be faved. Some tried to jeer them out of their ferioufnefs ; but 
glory to God, the cloud which was as a man’s hand began to 
ipread. Numbers who had oppofed the work, found that re- 
bellion againft God was hard and fruitlefs, and are now among 
the number of thofe who are inquiring the way to Zion, and 
we hope, with their faces thitherward. The cloud feemed to 
{fpread from the plain to other parts of thetown. And adored 
be the unbounded love of God, that the middle has fhared fome 
of its benign influences. There is a goodly number that have 
a new {ong put into their mouth, who are lifping forth the 
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praifes of God, and are inviging, ashers to come to Chrift: to 
come and tafte and fee that the Lord is good. They fay that 
they have taken more comfort in one hour’s enjoyment of reli- 
gion, than they ever took in their whole lives before. Others 
are bowed down, anxious to know what they mutt do to get an 
intereft in Chrift. We have conferences every night, and they 
are exceedingly thronged and folemn. ‘There is a found of a- 
bundance of rain; {till we have reafon to tremble for the ark 
of God, left this fhower fhould be like the morning cloud and 
early dew. Dear brother, pray for us; and the God of grace 
be with you and blefs you. Yours, &c. 








The following Extracts were taken from Letters 
written by fome of the Converted Hindoos to 
the Baptitt Miflionary Society in England. 

Serampore, Aug. 20, 1802. 
ETUMBOUR, the devoted fervant, fomething lefs than fix- 
ty years old. We haying received a letter, affectionately 
diated by you, Sirs, have read it with great care. On ac~- 
count of the fruit which we have received from it, the faluta- 
tion and reprefentation of our humble requeft follow ; alfo the 
account of each of us. 

I was born in Bengal, of the feed of idolaters: but in my 
youngeit years my father and mother died. Wherefore, meet- 
ing with many injuries from my paternal relations, I forfook 
my home, and accounted my own a foreign country. From 
that early period, after the defires of the flefh and of the mind, 
I walked, and many fins committed. By whatever fervice, 
worthip, repetition, facrifice, gifts, &c. to the extent of my abili- 
ty, I performed to debtah, brahman, or gooroo, for the fake of 
pardon, no confidence was produced in my mind. After exam- 
ining the ways of all thefe, I difcovered that I was faft bound 
by the chain of my fins. Difappointed in feeking a refuge in 
the world, and in the laying up of riches, every thing appeared 
falfe, except this ;—There is one God. Upon finding this, I re- 
jected former dependencies, eaf, and family ; yet on account of 
the confequences of my heaped-up fins, my fear of death was 
very great. During this, becoming acquainted with the way 
of the falvation of the world by the exceeding grace of Gold 
procter ate has arifen! 1 in my heart believing, was 

aptized about eight months fince. The Lord is witnefst My 
fkin is black; but having been enabled to throw away the pride 
of my cait, I know that | am wafhed by the Spirit of God. 

_ Sirs, thefe your brethren,} who being partakers of the fuffer- 

ings of our Lord Jefus Chrift, have come ; and having received 

* He here alludes to his having obtained a small pamphlet which was 


earried to him from another village, visited once by one of the mission. 
aries. 


+ The missionaries, 
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the gift from the living God to declare, as it is faid in the holy 
book, are not only debtors to us, but to the whole of Bengal.+ 

It is neceflary, not only that we commit the words of the holy 
book to memory, but that [we receive them] with a perfec 
heart, holy tempers, and a difpofition to every good work; that 
with a humble mind we fhould all love one another ; and pray- 
ing according to the will of God, fhould receive the bleffing ; 
and with coniftant prayer fhould make known the word. 

We will not call ourfelves God’s helpers, in promoting his 
caufe ; but we will obey all his commands. May this mind be 
in usall! There is an irrevocableedecree, that the Lord Jefus 
will be manifefted to Bengal. This is the fruit of your prayers ! 
We, fpeaking the truth, will always walk cautioufly with the 
holy. : ——— PETUMBUR. 

KRISTNO to the SOCIETY. 
Serampore, Ot. 12, 1802. 

TO the brethren of the church of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
our fouls’ beloved, my affectionately embracing reprefentation. 

The love of God, the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, was made 
known by holy brother Thomas. In that day our minds were 
filled with joy. Then judging, we underftood that we were 
dwelling in darknefs. Through the door of manifeftation we 
came to know, that fin confefling, fin forfaking, Chrift’s right- 
eoufnefs embracing, falvation would be obtained. By light 
{pringing up in the heart, we knew, that finners becoming re- 
pentant, through the fufferings of Chrift, obtain falvation. In 
this rejoicing, and in Chrift’s love believing, I obtained mercy. 
Now it is in my mind continnally to dwell in the love of Chritt : 
this is the defire of my foul. Do you, holy people, pour down 
dlove upon us, that as the Chatookee, we may be fatisfied.t 
I was the vileft of finners: He hath faved me. Now this 
word I will tell to the world. Going forth, I will proclaim the 
love of Chrift with rejoicing. To finnérs I will fay this word : 
Hear finner, brother ! Without Chrift there is no help. Chritft, 
the world 6 fave, gave his own foul! Such love was never 
heard : for enemies, Chrift gave his own foul ! Such compaf- 
fion, where fhall we get ? For the fake of faving finners, he 
forfook the happinefs of heaven. 1 will conftantly ftay near 
hig Being awakened by this news, I will conftantly dwell in 

town of joy, In the holy Spirit I willlive: yet in Chrift’s 
forrow Tpwill be forrowful. 1 will dwell along with happinefs, 
continually meditating on this ;—Chrif will fave the world! In 
Chrift, not taking refuge, there is no other way of life. Iwas 
indeed ‘a finner, praife not knowing. 
* This is the reprefentation of Chrift’s fervant. KRISTNO, 


+ The meaning is the same as in Rom. 14, 15. 

¢ The chatoof#ee is a bird which, they say, drinks not at the streams 
below : but when it rains, opening its bill, it catches the drops as they 
fall from the clouds. Ww. W. 
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Tranflation of the Scriptures. 
To all who love the Profperity of Zion. 


HE fubfcriber, lately returned from a voyage to the Eaft- 
Indies, touched in Europe, -and was in London in Au- 
guft laft, where he received from the Baptift Miffionary Socie- 
ty in England for propagating the Gofpel among the heathen, 
one thoufand guineas, to be fent in the {pring to the Miflionaries 
in Bengal, for the purpofe of printing the facred Scriptures in 
one of the languages of that country. There are feven 
languages that the Miffionaries there aim to tranflate and pub- 
lifh the Scriptures in. ‘They have made fuch progrefs in three 
of them that it is expected that the above fum will enable them 
to complete the work.—The money is now in the hands of 
Rosert Rarstox, Efquire, of Philadelphia, who will forward 
it in due time. Should any individual, fociety, or congrega- 
tion of people insthe United States of America, be difpofed to 
contribute to this good work, Mr. Ralflon will gladly receive 
whatever may be fent to him for that purpofe, and add to it 
the above fum, to be forwarded to the Miflionaries at Seram- 
pore near Calcutta. 
(Signed) Benjamin Wicxes, Sen. Philadelphia, Nov. 


4, 1805. 


IN addition to the above the principal minifters. of Philadel- 
phia, of the different denominations, have fubjoined a very hand- 
fome and impreflive addrefs. In this they fay, “ the defign 
contemplated, is not to difleminate the favourite tenets of any 
particular feét of Chriftians. It isto print and propagate among 
a race of heathens, who are funk and degraded by the vileft 
and crueleft fyftem of fuperftition and idolatry, the pure word 
of eternal life contained in the Scriptures, without any glofs or com- 
ment whatever.”’ 

Seven languages are fpoken in India. And if the means 
neceflary to carry on fuch an expenfive work are afforded, if is 
contemplated to tranflate the Bible into all thefe languages. 
By thefe means, the facred Scriptures will probably be circulated 
over this valt fection of the heathen world, which contains about 
eighty millions of inhabitants. A population equalling nearly 
one eighth of the whole inhabitants of the globe. 

It is with peculiar pleafure we add, that the addrefs refer- 
red to above, has been laid before the Bofton Affociation of 
Minifters, who referred it to a Committee to confider and re- 
port on the fubjeé. 

This report is now before the public, to which we refer 
our readers. We think it deferves a candid perufal, as it con- 
tains much information on the fubje&, and obviates many objec- 
tions which might otherwife have impeded the defign. 

We tranfcribe the following from the doings of the Affoci-. 
ation. 





£: vagus feeee-t 
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“The preceding report being made to the Affociation, it was 
unanimoufly accepted. The Affociation do accordingly ex- 
prefs their approbation of the plan, which has been laid before 
them, for tranflating the holy Seriptures into feveral languages 
of the Eaft,and for fpreading them through a large portion of the 
heathen world. They recommend the object to the minifters 
and churches of the Commonwealth, and hope that contribu- 
tions or {ome other mode will be adopted for aiding this intereft- 
ing defign. That the object deferves the attention and exertions 
of the Chriftian public, will be acknowledged, they conceive, by 
all, who confider the feriptures as the belt gift of God to man- 
kind, and who poflefs the benevolence, which the {criptures are 
defigned io infpire. 

“ Sub{criptions will be opened in this town, and the monies 
raifed for this purpofe will be committed to the care of the Rev. 
Dr. Stillman, Rev. Dr. Etkley, Deacon S. Salifbury, Henry 
Hill, Efq. and Hon. John Davis. Thefe gentlemen will re- 
ceive and tranfmit whatever money may be raifed in the country 
for this object.” 

We cordially unite in recommending the above to the church- 
es of our denomination ; and fincerely hope, that in an under- 
taking fo laudable and important, there will be but one mind 
among Chriftians, Epiror, 


Fr 








ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL AT AURELIUS. 
( Continued from page 182.) 


E give the following interefting fketch, from the Jour- 
nal of the Rev. David Irith, one of our Miffionaries at 
the Weftward. Receiving what he confidered as a Macedoni- 
an cry froma place about thirty miles diftant from him, and 
as the travelling was difficult on horfe-back, he fet out on foot, 
He left home the 20th of Dec. laft, and returned the 2d of Jan. 
It appears that he travelled 71 miles on foot, preached 13 times, 
baptized 7 perfons, attended feveral conferences, all in 14 days. 
Upon which he adds the following remark ; ‘ J have no hard- 
fhip to complain of, my Mafter has been kind beyond detcrip- 
tion, and it more than makes amends for all my pains, to fee his 
cauie flourifh in this wildernefs.”?’ He adds, 


“ Dear Brethren, 

“In my laft, I gave youa tketch of God’s gracious work in 
this town (Aurelius.) The Lord has been pleafed to continue 
it, to the glory of his great name, and the joy of his people. Ie 
appears to take effect upon all, both aged and young, but moft- 
ly youth and children. There have been fince the firft Lord’s 
day in July laft, 121 added to the Baptift church in this town. 
The greateft part of this number are from 9g to 18 yearsof 
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age. Our young people, who ufed to meet to chant to the found 
of the viol, are now running together to cali on the name of 
the Mot High, and praife the infinite Redeemer. But while I 
fee tuch a number of youth and children, jut as it were in the 
dawn of life, 4urrounded with all the eninaring allurements in- 
cident to that itate, there is a little infide] that attends me with 
language like this, * Ah, thefe young Chriitians make you re- 
joice now, but they will make you jorry by and by, when they 
turn «gain to folly.” But my cry is, that God may keep me 
watchful ‘as an under fhepherd, and fafely guard them trom 
the {nares of a vain world, the temptations of a cruel adverfa- 
ry, and the corruptions of their own hearts. ‘That the Divine 
Saviour would at laft preient them fpotleds in the world of uncre- 
ated light and giory, forever to praife and adore the infinite foun- 
tain of light aud love ihining in the face of the dear Redeemer. 


Aurelius, March 12,1806. Yours, &. DAVID IRISH,” 
——aet 2S 
Northern Education Society. 


E are happy to inform our brethren, through this me- 

dium, that our Baptift friends in England have eftab- 

lifhed another inftitution for the education of pious young men 

for the Miniftry. Itis called the Northern Education Society. 

The Academy is at prefent to be fixed at Bradford, near Liy- 
erpool. 

iT heir funds, which are raifed wholly by voluntary fubfcrip- 
tion and contribution, already amount to more than eighteen hun- 
dred pounds fierling. The finances of the fociety are at prefent 
fuch as to be {ufficient to iupport 8 or g ftudents, belide dif- 
charging all other expenfes. 

Among other interefting things, adopted by the Society at 
their laft meeting, we feleé the following. 

“ As this inftitution is determined to patronize none but 
thofe who poffefs piety, and promifing talents for the Miniftry, 
the friends of this inititution, whether minilters, churches, or 
private individuals, are requefted to be particularly careful 
whom they recommend.” 

The Society have appointed the Rev. Wm. Steadman, of 
Plymouth Dock, Prefident. He has accepted their appoint- 
ment, and entered upon the duties affigned him. The Rev. 
Dr. Fuller, of Kettering, and Mr. Littlewood, of Rochdale, 
both {peak very highly of his piety and abilities. 

Some opinion may be formed of the views of this amiable 
man, from the following fketch extracted from his letter of 
Feb. laft tothe Editor. “TI feel refolved by divine grace to lay 
myfelf out for God. I hope I love his name and love his caufe, 
and have no with to live, except it be to promote it. I have 
much to do; for befides my work as a Tutor, I[ preach 3 times 
en the Lord’s day to a congregation of 700 or 800 people at 
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Bradford ; and befides a lecture there on a week evening, I go 
always once, for roy twice a week to fome neighbouring 
village, where people Hock tohear. 1 have five of thofe places, 
to which { go regularly; and would my ftrength admit, 
could ealily have more than double that number, all within 
four miles of where I live. God has already condefcended to 
own my labours. I hope, my dear Sir, you will pray for me. 
I need much wifdom, rejolution, and ftrength. But my hope 
arifes from the aflurance of my great Lord and Matter, “ My 
race is fuificient for thee.” 

It mutt afford much real pleafure to the friends of enlighten- 
ed piety, to notice the increafe of fuch inftitutions, with men of 
evangelc purity placed at their head: for we fully believe that 
ars non habet inimicum, preter ignoruntem. 


es SS ee 
For the Maff. Bap. Miff. Magazine. 
SECRET PRAYER. 


I 
LL thofe who feek a throne of grace 
Are fare to find in every place: 
To thofe who love a life of prayer 
Our God is prefent every where. 
2 
The fhady grove or burning plain, 
The blooming field or fwelling main, 
Alike are tweet in fecret prayer, 
For God is prefent every where. 


In pining ficknefs, rofy health, 

In poverty or growing wealth, 

The humble foul delights in prayer, 
And God is prefent every where. 


When Zion mourns and comforts fail, 
And all her foes do fceoff and rail, 
Tis then a time for fecret prayer, 

For God is prefent every where. 


When fome backflide, ae others fall, 
And few are found who ftrive at all: 
The faithful find in /ecret prayer, 
That God is prefent every where. 

6 


Come, then, my foul, in every ftrait, 
To Jefus come, and on him wait ; 
He fees and hears each fecret figh, 
And brings his own falvation nigh, 


—— ae: 





